
 

 

 

Choosing a Legal Structure

Civic Societies Starter Pack 

About The Civic Trust 

The Civic Trust is the leading UK charity dedicated to bringing vitality, sustainability and high quality design to the built environment. An independent charity, founded in 
1957, The Civic Trust works with people to promote thriving towns and villages with the aim of inspiring and promoting progressive improvements to the quality of life. 
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 THINKING 
ABOUT YOUR 

LEGAL 
STRUCTURE? 

 
 ARE YOU:  

• taking out a lease? 
• buying a property?  
• taking on 

employees? 
• applying for grants 
• taking on a 

NO 
to ALL of 

these 
questions

YES  
to ANY of 

these 
questions?  

ARE YOU AN 

UNINCORPORATED 
ORGANISATION? 

ARE YOU AN 

INCORPORATED 
ORGANISATION? 

Yes, we are a  

Trust 
 

Yes, we are an 

Unincorporated 
Association 

 

Yes, we are a  

Company 
Limited by 
Guarantee  

(CLG) 

Yes we are a  

Charitable 
Organisation 

(CIO) 

We would like to 
find out more about 

becoming a  

Community 
Interest 

Company (CIC) 

WHY NOT REGISTER AS A 
CHARITY? 

 
THE ADVANTAGES ARE: 

• Exemption from most forms of direct 
taxation 

• Good public image and credibility when 
fund-raising 

• Eligibility for help from other charities 


